Final Report of Living Lab Project

	Teacher
	NGUWEN THI THU TRANG

	Type 
	Curriculum (Regular Classes) or Extra-Curriculum Activities 

	School
	Son Duong High School

	Grade
	11th

	Number of Students 
	42

	Number of Groups 
	4

	Semester Starts on
	September 6th 

	Semester Ends on 
	December 30th

	Duration of Living Lab Project
	September 6th ~ December 30th 

	Title of the Living Lab Project 
	Enhancing Reading Culture of Students at Son Duong High School

	Project Summary 
	What is the Problem? The primary issue is the lack of a strong reading culture among students at Son Duong High School. Students often prioritize entertainment on social media, online games, and other distractions over reading. Limited access to engaging books, outdated library resources, and a lack of awareness about the importance of reading also contribute to the problem. As a result, students miss out on the many benefits of reading, such as improved critical thinking, creativity, and communication skills.
What are the Attempted Solutions?
- Encouraging Library Visits:
The school introduced weekly library hours where students were encouraged to borrow books and read during designated times. Besides, building outside library around school yard and making the benches more beautiful to attract students’ attention are first and foremost solutions.
- Organizing Reading Competitions:
Reading competitions were held to create excitement and motivation among students. Prizes were offered to those who read and summarized the most books. Students read the books in Vietnamese and summaries what they like in one sentence, two sentences …in English.
- Book Clubs:
Teachers and student leaders started small book clubs where members would meet weekly to discuss and share opinions on books they read. This activity grabs students in English club and they quickly become the most enthusiastic members.
- Modernizing the Library:
The library was updated with newer, more engaging books and a comfortable reading space. Efforts were also made to include e-books and online resources.
- Parent Involvement:
Parents were encouraged to foster reading habits at home by providing books and limiting time spent on electronic devices.

How Was the Project Implemented?
· Planning Stage:
· + Teachers: Collaborated to assess students' reading preferences and gather recommendations for new books.
· + School Administration: Allocated funds to renovate the library and purchase new reading materials.
· + Students: Conducted surveys among their peers to suggest books and reading themes.
· Implementation Stage:
· + Library Renovation: Teachers and students worked together to reorganize the library, making it more appealing.
· + Reading Events: School clubs organized events like “Book Fairs,” “Author Talk Days,” and “Reading Marathons.”
· + Online Resources: IT staff created an online platform for e-book access, allowing students to borrow and read books digitally.
· Promotion and Monitoring:
· + Teachers: Monitored students’ reading progress by assigning reflective essays and book reviews.
· + Student Leaders: Promoted reading events and book clubs through posters and announcements.
What Are the Outcomes?
1. Increased Reading Interest:
Students became more enthusiastic about reading, with many actively participating in book-related events.
2. Improved Academic Performance:
Reading more books led to noticeable improvements in students’ writing, comprehension, and critical thinking skills.
3. A Sense of Community:
The book clubs and group activities created a shared culture of reading, fostering closer relationships among students.
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Broader Impact:
The project inspired some students to recommend books to their peers, creating a ripple effect in promoting reading beyond the classroom.

	Implications 
	Is This Project Helpful for Your Students Somehow?
1. Boosts Academic Skills: By encouraging students to read more, they improve their vocabulary, writing, and critical thinking abilities, which positively impacts their academic performance.
2. Promotes Lifelong Learning: Cultivating a reading habit early helps students develop curiosity and a love for learning that extends beyond their school years.
3. Provides Positive Alternatives: Reading offers a productive alternative to excessive time spent on social media or video games, fostering healthier habits.
4. Enhances Creativity and Imagination: Books expose students to diverse perspectives, inspiring creativity and broadening their worldviews.
5. Strengthens Community: The shared activities like book clubs and events bring students together, fostering a sense of belonging and teamwork. More and more students long to join this activity and they come up with many creative ideas.

Is There Any Limitation or Downside of This Project?
1. Sustainability Issues:
· Maintaining students’ interest in reading over time can be challenging, especially if the initiative loses momentum or leadership changes.
· Regular funding is needed to update library resources and organize engaging events.
2. Time Constraints:
· Students may feel overwhelmed balancing their academic workload and extracurricular activities, leaving limited time for reading.
3. Diverse Reading Interests:
· It can be difficult to meet the diverse reading preferences of students, and some may lose interest if the book selection does not appeal to them.
4. Parental Support Gap:
· Not all parents may prioritize or support reading activities at home, reducing the project's overall impact.

Do You Have Any Suggestions for Improvement?
1. Expand Book Diversity:
· Ensure the library offers a wide variety of genres, including graphic novels, fantasy, biographies, and career-focused books, to cater to different interests.
2. Peer Recommendations:
· Involve students in recommending books and creating “Student Picks” sections to make the library feel more personal and relatable.
3. Gamification:
· Introduce fun, competitive elements like reading badges, points systems, or leaderboard rankings to keep students motivated.
4. Partnerships:
· Collaborate with local bookstores, authors, or publishers for donations, book signings, or workshops.
5. Parental Engagement:
· Host reading challenges or family reading nights to involve parents and create a supportive reading environment at home.
6. Flexible Formats:
· Incorporate audiobooks or podcasts for students who may prefer listening to reading.
7. Integrate Reading Into Curriculum:
· Make reading part of class activities, such as assigning book discussions or integrating stories into subjects like history or science.
8. Regular Feedback:
· Continuously gather feedback from students to assess what works and what needs improvement, ensuring the program stays relevant.



